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CHAPTER 2

Make It!

I learn best through what I 
can see and what I do

This chapter will explain a different way 
to learn how to spell words.

Spelling sculptures
This activity will be helpful to anyone 

who scored high in the learning styles 

quiz in visual-spatial learning (picture 

thinker) or physical learning (movement 



thinker), since the colour and image will 

suit a visual brain and the ‘hands on’ bit 

of the task will suit a physical brain.

What to do
Make a list of words which have been 

spelt incorrectly. This could be:

• Words misspelt for a spelling test 

you have already done

• Words in written work corrected by 

a teacher

• Words from a mind map or 

homework that a parent has 

corrected

• Words you have been told to learn 

how to spell for a test or exam.

Only work on six or seven words at 

a time. Difficult words to spell could 

include friend and guitar as they are 

spelt differently to how they sound. 
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Make sure you have the correct 

spelling to hand or ask someone to 

help you.

Lay out the correct spelling using 

letters from a bathtime alphabet set as 

a guide.

Make each letter using plasticine. 

Use a different colour for each letter 

and make sure each letter can stand up.

Spend some time looking at your 

plasticine sculpture (anything between 

30 seconds and 3 minutes). Try to think 

of this as a piece of artwork and not 

a word.

Close your eyes and try to picture 

your sculpture in your mind. If you are 

unsure, look again and then close your 

eyes again.

Fun Games and Activities for Children with Dyslexia
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With your eyes closed, say what 

colour the first and last letters are, 

and then, still with your eyes closed, 

speak each letter out loud in the 

correct order.

It is useful if a parent or friend can 

tell you if you are getting it right, but it 

is possible to check for yourself when 

you open your eyes again.

You could also ask someone to test 

you again a few days later to make sure 

it really has ‘stuck’ in your mind.
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